Seattle Men In Leather

July 13, 2009

Present

Officers:  Toby Noon, President; Tom Swanton, Treasurer; Gylan Green, Secretary, David Weeks, Membership.  Members at Large:  John Tyndall, Paka Soon, Wendell Joost.  Titleholder:  Will T.  SML Members and Guests:  Daddy Jeff H., Alex K
Call to Order
Toby called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM in the Doghouse Bunker.
Officer Reports

	Officer Change
	Toby opened the meeting by announcing that the email Board vote to change the Membership officer from John Tyndall to David Weeks and to make John a Member at Large was unanimous.

	Minutes
	Gylan distributed the June minutes.  Wendell moved to accept as written, second by David.  Passed unanimously.

	Meeting Change
	At the May meeting, it was agreed to change the monthly Board meeting from the second to the third Monday.  Wendell shared that he can’t do Monday meetings, and Jim had let us know previously that he can’t do Tuesdays.   After some discussion, Tom moved to change the meetings to the third Wednesday.  Second by Wendell.  Passed unanimously.  (In later email exchanges, it was decided to keep the meetings on the second Mondays but to start at 7:30 rather than 7:00.)

	Secretary
	No report

	Treasurer
	Tom distributed the June financial report, sharing that there was nothing unusual reflected in it.  There’s a minor refund coming from the payment on t-shirts.  Toby had authorized a contribution to General Leather Productions of Washington to support their June picnic.  We made $718 at the Father’s Day Chili Feed.  Toby mentioned that we got press for the event in both the Stranger and the SGN.

	President
	Toby shared that he had been part of the Leather Invasion to Bellingham to participate in their pride parade, and that the SML contingent was very well received.

	Membership
	David shared that John had passed off all the membership materials the previous day.  He distributed birthday cards for the Board to sign, which prompted Daddy Jeff to note that he needs the list of birthdays for the newsletter.  It was noted that the website and email distribution lists need to be changed to reflect David and John’s new roles.


Committee Reports

	Dining
	David briefly mentioned that the monthly brunch had taken place as usual in June, and that the July event was coming up.

	Socials
	Paka shared that the June social took place on the patio and was well attended.  Toby got a personal thank you from one of the hardcore players who said that social was the best one ever, and expressed to the member that the Board and SML members deserve the credit for making the club events successful.  Paka raised the issue again of the summer pool party, asking for help to locate a pool.  Wendell suggested the Longhouse, and offered to help Paka schedule it.

	Newsletter
	Jeff needs articles for the July issue.  Wendell asked what kinds of articles were appropriate, and shared that he’s writing a book on making leather gear and was interested in submitting an excerpt.

	Website
	Wendell raised the issue of the Membership section of the site, suggesting that something simple would be most workable.  He suggested a picture, name and email for each member, and suggested bringing a digital camera to the socials to take pictures.

	Equinox/Run
	John joined the meeting late, but in his absence Toby reported that he’s staying on as chair of Equinox.  The meet and greet will take place at a private club, and Lady Lydia’s space is reserved for play.  The $25 registration fee will help pay for deposits, volunteer bartenders, the play space and the barbeque.  (When John joined the meeting later in the evening, he added that all locations have been secured, and that the name of the cigar social/meet and greet is “SML Goes Up In Smoke.”)

	Media
	Jim was absent, but emailed his report in advance of the meeting.  Toby hit the highlights of it, sharing that the design for the contact cards is done, and that Jim suggests the same stock as before.  Toby shared his hope to receive finished cards in time for Dore Alley.  Jeff raised the issue of still needing to schedule a Media meeting – he and Wendell will discuss it offline.  Jim will coordinate with David to crosscheck the membership and email lists.  Jim also mentioned in his report that he had started a leathermen’s blog and sought Board approval to invite SML members.  Motion by Wendell, second by Tom.  Passed unanimously.  Jim’s report ended with his sharing that he is doing an Equinox site for John in the same way he did for the t-shirt orders.


Other Reports
	Events
	Wendell shared with the group that he’s doing a class at Folsom Street Fair.

	Leather Invasions
	Elijah was absent, but Toby shared that the Invasion at the ale house in West Seattle was a huge success, and included getting playfully involved in a woman’s birthday celebration.

	Education
	Will shared that the genital torture Tribal Instinct was very successful.  The social hour beforehand seemed to help.  There were no complaints about parking or finding the door, and a third to half the participants joined the social.  In July, Howard V. is doing introductory flogging, then in August we offer bondage for restraint.  A “so you want to be a titleholder” session is being considered for the fall to help lead into the Leather Daddy/daddy’s boy contest in November.

	Titleholders
	Will continues to be very busy.  His report included having attended Pride celebrations in Seattle, Bellingham, Olympia and Tacoma; the Father’s Day Chili Feed; and supporting Sir Guy Alex’s bachelor action for the Knights of Malta.


Old Business
	Repairs and Projects at the Cuff
	Some repairs are done.  Tom fixed the bootblack stands, and Toby repaired the St. Andrew’s cross.  He’ll schedule the remaining needed repairs with Puppy.

	T-shirts
	Sales are going well.  Tom is waiting to hear back from Jim on Equinox t-shirt designs.


New Business
	Guests
	Sir Guy Alex of the Knights of Malta was on hand, and thanked Toby and Will for supporting their bachelor auction.  He asked about the Knights doing a cocktail party for Equinox.  He and John will coordinate offline.  The Knights are doing barbeques at the Cuff on Sunday, July 26 and Sunday, August 9.  The August even will include their wet shorts contest.  Toby thanked the Knights for attending SML’s last brunch

	Parade Report
	Wendell shared that there had been an excellent turnout for the Pride parade, and that all went well despite changes in the parade committee resulting in their losing the leather contingent’s incentive checks.  Wendell did what he could to improve our placement that day, and next year will make sure we’re in an even better position.  There was good turnout – we had at least 40 participants, including 9 titleholders.  People seemed to appreciate the trinkets we gave out.  Wendell volunteered to chair again next year.

	Dragon Clan Fundraiser
	The Dragon Clan did their annual family run on July 4 weekend, and it included a fundraiser for the Dave Lewis Fund.

	Bootblack Event
	Boris is working to schedule a bootblacking workshop on August 8 to coincide with International Mr. Bootblack 2009 McG’s visit to the Northwest.  It will take place at the Cuff that Saturday afternoon.

	Pride Ad Opps
	Toby shared that the weekend of August 1 is Vancouver Pride as well as the Oregon Mr. and Ms. Leather contest.  These are possible ad opportunities both for Equinox and SML at large.


Adjournment
Wendell moved to adjourn at 8:15.  Second by Tom.  Meeting adjourned.
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